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Relevant to claim No. 
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HILGERS MARK T ET AL: "Crystal structure 

of the quorum-sensing protein LuxS reveals 

a catalytic metal site." 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF 

SCIENCES OF THE UNITED STATES, 

vol . 98, no. 20, 

25 September 2001 (2001-09-25), pages 
11169-11174, XP002226665 
September 25, 2001 
ISSN: 0027-8424 
the whole document 
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'A' document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
E* earfier documenl but published on or after the international 

filing date 

V document which may throw doubts on priority dalm(s) or 
which Is died to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

O* document referring lo an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

a P* documenl published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



T later documenl published after the International filing date 
or priority dale and not In conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
Invention 

"X* documenl of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
Involve an Inventive step when (he documenl is taken alone 

'V document of particular relevance: the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered lo Involve an Inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
tn the art. 

document member of the same patent family 
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 



fiTI Claims Nos.: 63-71 
because they relate to subject matt 



because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



2. Pn Claims Nos.: 29-34, 42-44 

because they relate to parts of the international Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



3. Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted m accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 

Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple Inventions In this international application, as follows: 



1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
* — ' searchable claims. 



2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an adolttonal fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this Internationa] Search Report 
' — 1 covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. r_] No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report Is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant* s protest. 

| | No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



Continuation of Box 1.1 
Claims Nos.: 63-71 



Concerning claims 63-71, applicant's attention is drawn to R. 39(v) PCT. 
The subject-matter of claims 63-71 refers only to presentation of 
structural Information on a machine-readable medium and 1s not regarded 
as patentable invention within the meaning of Rule 39(v) PCT. Thus, the 
above mentioned claims will not be searched. 



Continuation of Box 1.2 
Claims Nos.: 29-34, 42-44 



Present claims 42-44 relate to a product "identified, designed or made 
according to the method of any of claims 1-41". 
Since none of the product has been disclosed 1n the application, the 
claims so lack support within the meaning of Art. 6 PCT, and the 
application so lacks disclosure within the meaning of Art. 5 PCT, that a 
meaningful search of said claims 1s Impossible. 

Present claims 29-34 relate to an extremely large number of possible 
methods, flue to the vague and unclear term "the binding pocket of LuxS 
protein or a binding pocket homo log" the claims contain so many options 
that a lack of clarity (and/or conciseness) within the meaning of Article 
6 PCT arises to such an extent as to render a meaningful search of the 
claims Impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for 
those parts of the application which do appear to be clear, namely claims 
1, 14, 15 and 21. 

The applicant's attention 1s drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
International preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority 1s normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This 1s 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 



